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IIT alumnimay
move court over
joint engg test

he combined entrance test

foradmissiontocentralen-
gineering institutes including
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy (IITs) has come under fire
from the institute’salumniand
students, with the IIT Faculty
Federationshootingoff aletter
to PM Manmohan Singh
strongly opposing the move.

IIT Delhi alumni president
Somnath Bhartisaid the group
was considering legal re-
course. “Wearelookingatlegal
options,” he said, adding that
the new format would increase
dependence on coaching insti-
tutes and would be subject to
the varying standards of dif-
ferent class XII boards, bring-
' ing down the standard of the

premier institute.

Sources in IIT said several
directors were unhappy with
the decision to bring these
changesbut wereleft with little

» optionbuttocomply. P12
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Himanshi Dhawan | TN

NewDelhi: Thecombined en-
trance test for admission to
central engineering insti-
tutes, including Indian Insti-
tutes for Technology (IITS),
has come under fire from the
institute’s alumni and stu-
dents, with the OT Faculty
Federation shooting off a let-
ter to PM Manmohan Singh
strongly opposing the move,

IIT Delhi alumni presi-

dent Somnath Bharti said
they were considering legal
recourse. “We are looking at
legal options,” hesaid, adding
that the new format would in-
crease dependence on coach-
ing institutes and would be
subject to the varying stan-
dards of Class XII boards,
bringingdownthestandardof
the premier institute, Sources
in IIT said several directors
were unhappy with the deci-
sion to bring these changes
but were left with little option
but to comply:.

All India IIT Faculty Fed-
eration secretary A K Mittal
said, “Wefeel cheated. Despite
promising us that no steps
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New IIT test format draws fire

IT-Delhi Alumni May Go To Court To Stop Combined Exam
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will be taken if thene is any
dissent, the HRD minister has
gone ahead.” Mittal said they
had written to the PM high-
lighting the practical prob-
lemsof introducinganew for-
mat in 2013. Five out of the
seven IIT senates had opposed
the move and are opposed to
academic control being taken
away fromIIT,

Author Chetan Bhagat, an
ex-IITian, tweeted, “It makes
me extremely sad to see an in-
stitution that gave me so
much being destroyed by poli-
ticians.” Describing the deci-
siontohaveanewexamas “di-
sastrous”, Bhagat said, “The
new IIT selection rules part of
government’s ‘Can’t make
new A-grade institutions.
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The new IIT selection
- rules part of govern-
_ ment’s ‘Can’t make new
. A-grade institutions.
_ Let’s destroy what we
* have’ policy : b
" Chetan Bhagat | aurior & ex-nmian

Let’s destroy what we have’
poliC'}E"

In a sharp criticism about
weightage being given to
Class XII board exam, Bhagat
said, “In my Class X1II practi-
cals, people who knew the
teacher got full marks. Now
that will count in the IIT
entrance.”

He was joined by Super
30’s Anand Kumar who said
thedecision wouldtiltagainst
ruralstudents. “Students who
comefrom rural backgrounds
managetopassbystudyingon
their own. They will not be
able to compete with others,”
hesaid.

“If therecanbeonetestfor
more competitive ATIMS ex-
amination, which has fewer
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seats and more candidates,

.and IIMs, why can't there be

such a similar test for the
OTs”, Kumar said, adding
that the pressure of three
tests, especially the JEE ad-
vanced that is expected to be
tougher, will increase mental
stresson children.

Anand also opposed the
move to introduce the new
system by nextyear. His Super
30, set up a decade ago, has
been lauded by Time maga-
zineasthebestin Asia. Thein-
stitute provides free residen-
tial coaching to 30
meritorious students from
the underprivileged sections
of society and so far 263 stu-
dents havemade ittotheIlTs.

Maintaining that there
was uncertainty still about
the mechanism of the pro-
posed two-tier test, a worried
parent Sanjiv Malhotra said if
JEE-mains and JEE-ad-
vanced were held the same
day, it would be psychological-
ly draining for the students.
“If the student is not able to
give the test on the assigned
day, he stands to lose one pre-
cious year,” hesaid,

II'Ts, Parents Criticise Sibal’s New Engg Exam Formula

nun N:II.ITII:M. BUREAU
NEW DELH!
HRD minister Kapil Sibal's ‘one nation,
one examination’ formula for engineer-
ing eolleges is not going down well, The
minister came under attack from IITs,
‘Super 30' coaching institute founder
Anand Kumar and even some parents.
S[balhadonMondayannounceda unan-
imous' decision of the Councils of IIT, Na-
tional Institute of Technology and Indian
Institute of Information Technology to
move to & common entrance examination
forall engineering colleges from 2013. Asa
coneession to IITs, which had put up
strong resistance, it was agreed that these
engineering schools could use a different
formulation for selecting students,
Theminister had said the common gate-

way examination for engineering examin-

ation was adopted to reduce pressure of
multiple exams on students, restore the
importance of school boards and reduce
the importanceof coachingschools. Many
now question the new system's ability to
actually address these issues.

‘Super 30" founder and math wizard
Anand Kumar doesn’t think that Sibal's
common examination formula will ad-
dress the deficiencies in the current sys-
tem. Kumar sald, “The process being
adopted is more cumbersome and it will
only add more pressure on students.”

Parents too are concerned, echoing
much the sentiment. Sanjiv Malhotra
the father of a prospective engl.neering
student, says, “the new ination

ate more stress levels on
students instzad of re-
ducing it.” Malhotra felt
that it was “totally {llogi-

Moveto
make the

m cal” to make it mandato-
mANGaty ry for every applicant to
forallispart  2PPear for the advanced
ofa examination, given that
m:wm it was primarily meant
HmitTs f%-m%ssgcﬁoll’l‘s. .
e dty argues
m thatthismoveomakethe

advanced examination
mandatory for all ispart of alarger design
tolimit IT sautenomy AK Mitial, secreta-
ry of the All India IIT Faculty Federation,
said, *“The minister said that the IIT sys-
tem will have complete control over the ad-

cornphcated as naddsanoﬂ'erhurdlein
a three-stage race. It will definitely cre-

vanced examination. Now, if ithasa limit--
ed number of students, as it isnow, the IIT

system can manage, Buthow car it handle
some 15 lakh students?

Kumar is of the view that th!s system
willend up giving coachingschoolsabig-
ger role. “Students will now be under
more pressure trying to deal with the
challenges on three fronts — preparing
for plus two, the main paper of the new
jointentrance and the advanced examin-
ation. The coaching schools will make
moremoney.” lITs tooarguethat thissys-
tem will not stem the coaching tide.

The coaching industry doesn't appear
to be worried. Meanwhile, Ajay Antony,
vice-president at TIME institute, an IIT-
JEE coaching centre, described the new
system as fair. Antony said that the new
pattern will not make much difference
and it islike old wine in a new bottle. “All
the difference is that they will now in-

clude board exam marks, Other than
that, it is the same entrance exam if you
see it closely” According to him, coach-
ing industry following the Kota model
could be affected as students in those set
ups tend toneglect regular schoal work.
Kumar argued if the government was
keen to reduce the importance of coach-
ing, then it should ensure better second-
ary education, so that people had faith in
the school system. “Students ere run-
ning for coaching institutes not because
they have extra money to spend. It is be-
cause theylook for whatever quality they
can get from the institutes, which is not
available in schools.” The man, credited
with helping over 300 students from mar-
ginalised classestogetadmissionto IITs,
isall in favour of reforming the entrance
procedure to make it more inclusive.
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Joint Entrance Examination for engineering admissions to commence from 2013
Better system, relief for students

exam for admissions to all centrally-
funded engineering colleges, includ-
ing the IITs, is a welcome step. Under the

The move to have a common entrance

existing system, students have to prepare .

for aplethora of entrance exams to various
engineering institutes, This not only puts
enormous pressure on them but also makes
their academic development patchy A
common Joint Entrance Examination (JEE)
would significantly lessen the
burden on engineering aspirants.
This streamlining of engineer-
ing admissions has other benefits too.
Thanks to the wide gap between class XII
and entrance exam syllabi, students often
ignore the former to prepare themselves for
the latter. This in turn has led to a mush-
roomingof commercialcoaching institutes
and created anexus between schoolteachers,
coaching tutors and college administra-
tors, who fleece students and their parents
for providing quality education that should
have been available in the schools them-
selves. However, under the new system,
significant weightage is to be given to

class XIT board results. This will be first.

«sTIMES VIEW=

normalised across the
various school boards
on a percentile basis,
to correct for differing
marking standards at
different boards.
Contrary tothe per-
ception that the JEE
would straightjacket
the elite ITTs, the ‘one P

nation, one test' formula leaves ample scope
for separating the wheat from the chaff.
While all engineering aspirants would be
sitting for the two-step JEE - mainas well as

and class XII board results - 50% weightage
for both-whosz advanced test scores would
be considered for admissions to the II'Ts. For
reducingthe burdenonstudentsand yet pro-

viding a competitive platform for engineer- :
ing admissions, the new system needs tobe :
¢ tests, which have so successfully identi-
: fied the beststudentsfor somany decades.

commended as long as the tests are well-
designed with sufficient input from the IITs.

This will ruin the IITs

2 he decision to
change the ad-
4 mission proc-

ess of the Indian
Institute of Techno-
logy (IIT) is a big mis-
take. The govern-
ment's move to pro-
vide performance in
class XIT examin-

Pyaralal
ations of the various state boards, almost
half the total marks used for drawing the
first list of the IIT admissions, substan-

: tially dilutes the autonomy the IITs
advanced tests — it is only those who are :
shortlisted on the basis of their mainscores :

enjoyed in devising the criteriaforadmis-
sion, a prime reason for the success and

brand value of IITs. Even if one assumes

that the plan to normalise marks secured
by the students passing out from different
states can work (a very big if), different
stateboard exams are still a poor replace-
mentfor the lITs' ownrigorousadmission

" COUNTERVIEW »

The move is like replacing one central
and proven filter with almost two dozen
filters of varying qualities. And this can
change results significantly in a process
where even a decimal point change in
marks can change the merit rankings
rather dramatically.

Similarly, though it is true that a
common entrance test will help students
to cut down on the time and resources
spent for applying to dif-
ferent institutes themove
is unlikely to secure the
broader aim of whittling down the impor-
tanceof the increasingly expensive coach-
ing classes, which tilt the playing field in
favour of the more affluent groups.

In fact, such a change can be even
counterproductive because it ensures
that students would now have to spend
more time and resources for both
board and the JEE, which expands
the business opportunities of the
coaching classes. So it would be best
that the current IIT admission proce-
dures are continued with some incre-
mental improvements.
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Passes the test

e Centre has done the right
thing in deciding on a common
two-part joint entrance examin-
ation (JEE) for the undergradu-

; ate engineering programmes in
all the 60-0dd institutions under its jurisdic-
tion. From 2013 onwards, there would be a
JEE (main) and JEE (advanced) paper to se-
lect candidates for the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IIT) as well as the National In-
stitutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of
Information Technology and other Centrally-
funded engineering educational institutions.
Moreover, candidates will be assessed notonly
based on JEE ‘main’ and ‘advanced' perform-
ance, but also their Class XII Board marks,
with these accorded respective weightages of
30, 30 and 40 per cent. Even for theelite IITs,
while the final rankings are to be based on JEE
(advanced) performance, there would, howev-
er, be a prior screening stage where the JEE
(main) and Class XII Board results will form
the basic eligibility criteria for selection.

Both these moves — having a common JEE
system and taking into account Class XII per-
formance — are laudable, The first one saves
students the bother of preparing and writing
multiple entrance exams, often in different

locations. Considering the school-leaving ex- -

am results, apart from that of the main and
advanced JEE, would mean assessingstudents
on the basis of their scores in three papers,
rather than one ‘knock-out’ exam. That prob-
ably will translate

imoamucl; better pWe need to
measure of merit. moye to a

It would also be

fairer: Not all par- system of

ents can, after al, Standardisation
send their chil- jn entrance

dren to private tu-

torial cenires that EXAIMS, W hether
would ‘prepare’ It is for
them for entrance ~ engineering or

exams.  Besides
add ressing the in- lllelllcllle.

herent inequity in students from less affluent
backgrounds not being able to compete with
those undergoing special coaching in-such
centres, the weightage to Board results would
restore to the teaching of science subjects at
the secondary school level, the primacy that it
has sadly lost in recent years. 1
The proposed reforms in the engineering
entrance examination system would have
greater impact if they force State Govern-
ments to also follow suit. Ideally, they should

bring their own engineering colleges under

the purview of the JEE, so that students writ-
ing it are eligible to apply to these institutions
as well. True, education being a concurrent

subject, the Centre cannot impose anythingon

the States. The fact that there are reservation
quotas, varying from State to State, poses add-
ed complications — though it may not be diffi-
cult really to use the scores from a common
exam for admission to engineering colleges
across the country, even while adhering to the
quotas fixed by the respective States. But the
fundamental point is that we need tomove toa
system of standardisation in entrance exams,
whether it is for engineering or medicine. By
taking the initiative for its own institutions,
the Centre may set the right example for not
just State Government-run, but even private
engineering and medical colleges to emulate.
‘The market, too, would ultimately place more
value on students selected from a common
nationwide exam.
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‘CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT ON
4.5% SUB-QUOTA
1o AN OPTION

HT Correspondent
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With the Andhra
Pradesh high court scrapping
the 4.5% sub-quota for minori-
ties, the government may
explore various possibilities to
ensure that those under this
category are not affected.

First of all, the government
will move the Supreme Court
for an interim stay, sources said,
adding: “Only if that does not
work in the government’s favour
will it think of exploring other

- options. An amendment in the
constitution could be just one
of the options. After all, amend-
ments have been made in the
past also.”

The Andhra Pradesh high
court had on Monday passed an
order scrapping the 4.5% minor-
ity sub-quota. More than 300
students had been shortlisted
under this sub-quota for the II'T-
JEE this year. The selection of
these students could be affect-
ed in the light of the ruling.

This year, the IITs had
allowed a 4.5% sub-quota with- .
in the 27% seats reserved for
other backward classes (OBC)
- the non-creamy layer-OBC
(NCL). Though as many as 445
seats were reserved for this cat-
egory, 335 students qualified. pPoge s of 14
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All quota options on table,
including amending statute

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, MAY 30

HE government may con- _
sider amending the Constitu- -

tion to retain the 4.5 per cent
minority subquota in Central educa-
tional institutions and government
jobs in case the Supreme Court deliv-
ers an unfavourable verdict, highly
placed sources said.

The government has announced
it will challenge this week’s Andhra
Pradesh High Court verdict striking
down the quota on the ground that it
is based on religion, A special leave
petition in the Supreme Court could
be filed as early as next Monday, the
sources said.

The HRD Ministry has asked all
Central educational institutions to al-
locate 4.5 per cent of the 27 per cent
OBC quota for non-creamy layer mi-
nority students from this academic
session. The ITTs are already halfway

through their admission process, and
have shortlisted 325 candidates un-
der the 4.5 per cent quota, Following
the HC order, some HT5 have held
back on announcing admissions to
these seats. “We are alittle confused.
We have, therefore, not announced
admission to seats under the 4.5 per
cent subquota. We have some time
because the first semester starts only
in July, but we are looking for direc-
tions from the HRD ministry,” an
IIT director said.

The Centre had notified the sub-
quota in December 2011 ahead of
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. On May 25, the HRD ministry
wrote to all Central educational insti-
tutions saying that they should clar-
ify on the eligibility criteria undér the
subquota “well in time” so that “suffi-
cient number of eligible OBC candi-
dates are available for selection on
the basis of inter-se merit against
such reserved seats”.
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Won’t dump quota
promise: Congress

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress on
Wednesday dubbed 4.5% sub-
quota as its commitment to mi-
norities, betraying concern
that judicial veto to its ou-
treach measure may leave it
vulnerabletopolitical sniping.

In a suo moto statement,

AICC spokesman Rashid Alvi
said, “The progress of minori-

ties is our commitment and re-
sponsibility We will fulfill
promises made in our election
manifesto. The law minister
has already said the govern-
ment will move the Supreme
Court against the Andhra Pra-
desh high court order. We have
acommitmenttominorities.”
The Congress's bid to
strongly own up the ‘minority
quota’ came amid palpable re-
sentment among Muslims over
the quashingof the 4.5% quota
and indications that quota-fa-
cilitated success inelite exams
like IIT in its inaugural year
could be set aside. The commu-
nity leaders have also termed
theorder as unfortunate.
Though the Andhra HC has

in the past struck down quota
given to religious minorities,
sections of Congress are wor-
ried that scrapping of 4.5%
quotacould leave it susceptible
to attacks fromrivals from both
sidesof the ideological divide.
While BJP hasalready gone
on theoffensive todubthe mea-
sure as driven by communal

considerations, quoting the
court order to back its charge,

Congress’s “secular” nvals
have adopted a curious silence
but could target the party soon.
After Congress struck a loud
pitch in UP campaign over the
quota to woo Muslims, Samaj-
wadiParty rubbished it asa de-
cision meantonly for electoral
gains. The quashing has given
the Samajwadis the perfect
opening to target Congress,
though they have preferred to
keepquiet just yet. The same is
true for other ‘secular’ parties.
Congress’s concern to ring-
fence the party was evident in
its independent move to reas-
sure minorities even though
law minister Salman Khurshid
had earlierannouncedthedeci-
siontomove theapex court.
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‘Gangajal medicine’
casts shadow over
key hydel projects'

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA

NEW DELHI, MAY 30

A STUDY by the National

Environmental Engineering

Institute (NEERI) claiming
that water in the Ganga has
unique “anti-bacterial” prop-

erties has put a question
mark on at least three im-
portant hydel projects on the
Alaknanda in Uttarakhand.
And forced Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to depute
an official emissary to ex-

plain matters to environ-

mentalist and former IIT
professor G D Agrawal —
later rechristened as Swami
Gyanswaroop Sanand — of
the Ganga Seva Abhiyanam
who claims that the river will
lose these properties if hydel

projects come up on its up-
per reaches.

‘The PM’s initiative comes

amid fears of a major agita-
tion building up to coincide
with next year’s once-in-12-
years Mahakumbh on the
banks of the Ganga. Anna
Hazare hasalready come out
in support of the cause and
even shot off a letter to the
PM in March.

Such is the concern that

Uttarakhand is not letting
Swami Sanand enter the
state. On Monday, Sanand
attempted to go towards
Alaknanda but was stopped
at the Uttarakhand border
by the state police and
brought back to Delhi, where
he was admitted to ATIMS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘Gangajal medicine’ casts cloud on key projects

and later discharged. Insiders
said the state fears his pres-
ence may stoke religious sen-
timents on an emotive issue.
The NEERI study, com-
missioned by the Tehri Hydel
Development Corporation
and submitted last Novem-
ber, has become a key docu-
ment for the protestors. It
states: “The present study
confirmed that the unique-
ness of the River Bhagi-
rathi/Ganga lay in its sedi-
ment content which is more
radioactive compared to
_ other river and lake water
sediments. It has bactericidal
properties and can cause pro-
liferation of coliphages that
reduce and ultimately elimi-
nate coliforms from overlying
water column. Investigations
revealed that particulate mat-
ters of Alaknanda have identi-
cal anti-bacterial property as
that of Bhagirathi.”
Protestors claim that
these projects change the

course of the river
which leads to the
loss of its *unique
properties”.  The
Ganges, they argue,
acquires these prop-
erties because of the
sediments is gathers
along this path. Any
obstruction in the
form of a dam or a
barrage impedes the

river’s course. The .ovorroscas s

group’s demand is
that of an “Aviral (obstacle-
free) Ganga”.

Aworried PMO is learnt
to have asked the consortium
of seven ITTs to validate the
NEERTI's claims. The consor-
tium, which has been tasked
to draw up a Ganga River
BasinManagement Plan, will
now have to look into this
first. Incidentally, the NEERI
study gives a clean chit to the
Tehri project, stating that it
does not obstruct the course
of theriver.

The government has, in
fact, conveyed to Sanand that
it could consider modifying
these projects to ensure that
a part of the river continues
to flow on the original course
and the diverted portion joins
the river later. But there has
been noresponse yet.

Ifthe government were to
fully concede, the worst af-
fected would be the 330 MW
Srinagar hydel project being
built by GVK that is 90 per
cent complete. The othersin-

clude the World

Bank-assisted pro-

_~ %7 jectin Vishnugad Pi-

palkoti, where the re-
habilitation plan is
complete and the

' Singoli-Bhatwaripro-

ject.

A few years ago,
the Centre gave in
and scrapped three
projects on the River
Bhagirathi  amid
heightened protests

in Uttarakhand. Now, armed
with the NEERI study and
increasing clout, the group
feels the action on the pro-
jects along the Alaknanda is
onlya logical sequel.

Sanand, meanwhile, met
BJP leader Uma Bharti be-
sides scores of other RSS
sympathisers. The Centre,
sources said, is worried about
this campaign acquiring a
feverish pitch by Dusshera
and carrying on till the Ma-
hakumbh.
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Pioneer , ND 31/05/2012 py

Education without

skills will

lead 10

unemployment

Business is concerned with the employability

potential of a candidate, and is not overly
impressed by educational qualifications

e v T n educat-
4 Aed person
) is not nec-

: y essarily employ-
able. )‘?I'h::pl?:s
been the cry from
industry bosses.
Much of the
: teaching commu-
b " nity counters it
MEETA W SENGUPTA with: Education

is not just about
getting jobs. Between employers who
expect moreand educators who cannot
or will not focus on employability, our
students arz left adrift.

Governments across the world
have been bringing out white papers on
employahi]ir{l or over a decade. [t has
been established that skills that make
g:uple useful and productive need to

taught formally. This is true for both
vocational and professional educa-
tion. These abilities are the key to sus-
tainable growth of progress for
entire nations,

S0, when your new recruit man-
ages to get a job done without bein,
told thrice — that is a sign of go
training which augurs well for your
g}roductivity as a unit, and ultimately

r the entire country, But most young
recruits fail to deliver initially,

This inability is a cost to the busi-
ness and to the recruit. The skills
required Ly employers have been
mapped often, and include seemingly
simple things such as communication,
initiative, reliability, presentability and
most importantly — content delivery.

India’s much vaunted demograph-
ic dividend is guaranteed to turn into
a demographic disaster if our young
%eop]e are not skilled and employable.

he sheer mass of young people with-
out adequate skills to develop them-
selves and their organisations is
enough to create horrific scenarios for
the near future. It is clearly acknowl-
edged that there is not too much time
— we need rapid upskilling networks
to be in place in the next three to
five years.

Or, we face the prospect of three
to five million unemployables flood-
ing our streets every year. Either they
wi%l need fo invest in themselves to
retain these jobs, or their employers
will need tp invest in them to ensure
that their jobs get done with a reason-
able degree of competence.

In either case, a part of the cost will
have to be borne by the employer,
either in inefficiency or in mis
Employers may also have to invest in
tighter job descriptions, with clearer
and simpler expectations to match the
dumbing down of skills that
they report. =~ .

This last option would actuzlly be
a shame, as most mechanical jobs can
be done by machines. Globally, jobs
now seek skills that cannot be trans-
ferred to machines, making them

more challenging to predict and

to deliver.
‘This is where the core chall for

uirodforﬂlemmre.norcxnthqﬁo&-
sibly estimate with much accuracy how
long the need for those skills
will fat

The best they can do is ask employ-
ers what they require in their employ-
ees and seek to train people to those

uirements, India has decided to
tackle this by setting up sector skills
councils via its industry associations.
Sector skills councils are designed to
provide insights into skills require--
ments that will inform colleges and
trainers, who in turn will be able to
design courses appropriately. .

‘ﬁe ideais bggm Sgl.lnd and is test-
ed in many countries with some vari-
ations. It has proved to be a qualified
success, whici is why in India the
model needs to evolve with usability
and sustainability built into the design.’
The National Skills Development
Corporation has done some stellar
work, while cther initiatives including
the upgrading of the ITIs, languish.

One of the biggest hurdles in
developing a strong skills building sys-
tem is the fuading. Everybody seems
to think that the res) onsibﬁity for
developing these skills lies with anoth-.
er set of institutions. Emp s blame
colleges, colleges blame schools and
schools blame societal attitudes.

To complete the circle, prospective
employees are blithely unaware of the
standards expected of them, and blame
employers when a mismatch occurs.
This gap between abilities and expec-
tations is traditionally filled by employ-
ers only for their current employees as

groom them for growth within the
organisation. They do this through in
house and external training, mentor-
ing and coaching Trograms supple-
mented by appraisal cycles.

But they see no reason to invest in
people they do not know yet. Schools
and training colleges are stuck with
ancient curricula. But more important-.
ly, they do not see employability as an
objective for the education they pro-
\dcie. Students and their sponsors may
be willing to pay, but if there is a clear
understanding of the benefits 'thay
will accrue — without proof they wilk
not invest, L)

Skills development training needs'
cohesive investment from all —

employers, educators and employees,!

and ultimately from the Government
too. The need for cogent action is Lrug
urgent, not only because of our youth
that deserves to be groomed to its true
potential, but also because the employ-
ment market is global, .
If one country does not supply,
competent employees, the deman
will rapidly move to another country.
India cannof afford to allow others to
steal a march on the employability of
our youth. Without an honest and
decisive ]}:nsh in our skills strategy —
the youth of the country are du:%r a
frustrating ride in the ;Yow job mar-
kets of the future.
(The writer is an education strate-
ltant who has lived, worked and

skill-providers lies. They truly have no
means of predicting what may be

e
taught in Lordon for over a decade. She
is now based in New Delhi.)
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UK rejects
appeal on
student
visa curbs

London: The British gov-
ernment on Wednesday re-
jectedanappeal bynearly 70
top university heads to re-
viewchangestothe student
visaregime that is likely to
put off students from India
andothernon-EUcountries
fromcomingtothe UK.

In a letter to PM David
Cameron, university heads
noted theeconomicand oth-
er contributions made by
international students, and
said Britain stood to lose
out on the highly competi-
tive international student
market unless the recent
changes were reviewed.

The curbs onstudent vi-
sas are intended to reduce
the number of internation-
al students and prevent
abuse, but critics say stu-
dentsshould not be counted
as immigrants since their
stay istemporary.

Immigration minister
Damian Green rejected the
contention saying, “Public
confidence in statistics will
not be enhanced by revising
the way the net migration
numbers are presented by
removing students. Stu-
dents coming to the UK for
over a year are not visitors
— their numbers affect
communities, public ser-
vicesand infrastructure. sm
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Army chief’s Ph D

ouide faces probe

for ‘plagiarism’
CONTROVERSY First inquiry puts hi in a fix

Ashutosh Shukla

® ashutoshshukla@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: In a strange twist of
events, the Ph D guide of Army
chief General VK Singh, Kailash
Tyagi, is all set to face a probe
into the authenticity of his own
research works for getting his
Ph D and D Lit degrees.

In 2010, amid much fanfare,
General Singh had registered
himself with the Barkatullah
University, Bhopal, for a Ph D
under the guidance of the pro-
fessor of military science at the
Motilal Vigyan Mahavidyalaya
(MVM) here. The topic of

seneral's proposed thesis was
'Geo-strategy of Wakhan'.

Two years on, the state high-
er education department has
proposed an inquiry by the uni-
versity into the authenticity of
Tyagi's own works towards his
Ph D and D Lit after a prelimi-
nary inquiry into a complaint.
The complaint had accused him
of plagiarising his thesis for Ph
D and D Lit degrees, both.

The principal of Govt Benazir
Science & Commerce College,
Umakant Mishra, had madethe
peliminary inquiry into the com-
plaint. The complainant, Dinesh
Trivedi of Jhansi, had charged
Tyagi on several counts, includ-
ing grave financial irregulari-
ties. He had initially lodged a
complaint with the economic
offences wing (EOW) of the
police, which forwarded the
matter to the higher education
department for appropriate
action. Following this, an inquiry
into the charges against Tyagi
was initiated at the behest of

= [n this photo taken on May 28,
2010, Chief of Army Staff Gen
VK Singh seen coming out of
Barkatullah University with his
guide Kailash Tyagi after
appearing in the interview for
his doctoral research.

PRAVEEN BAJPAI/HT FILES

the officer on special duty (OSD)
with the education department.

On plagiarism charges, the
complainant said, "Tyagi can't
write a single paragraph cor-
rect in English, but his research
papersfor Ph D and D Lit, which
has absolutely been plagiarised,
are in English. Let alone English,
the learned professor can't write
correct Hindi either."  When
the inquiry officer put the ques-
tion to Tyagi, he replied, "It's a
cannard spread by my detrac-
tors. It's the result of their jeal-
ousy. I don't have to say any-
thing further."

Based on his reply, the inquiry
officer recommended a detailed
inquiry into the allegation by the
university with an interesting
comment: "His command over
Hindi could well be gauged by
his letter written on March 13,
2012. Some of the words

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Army chief’s Ph D guide faces probe
as probity of his own thesis comes...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
misspelt by the professor are
Bindoo (point), Vibhagiya
(departmental), mangadhant
(baseless) and Vriddhiyaan
(increase or increment).”

In fact, Mishra has found
Tyagi prima facie guilty on
eight of the charges, including
collection of lakhs of rupees
from fellow teachers and
depositing the same in his joint
account with his wife at the
State Bank of India’s branch in
Shahpura here in the name of
teachers’ union that he runs,
indulging in unnecessary liti-
gation against the state gov-
ernment, buying three cars
during the last five years,
manipulating fixation of his
salary in a manner which
shows that he is the highest
paid professor/principalin the
state in spite of being recruit-
ed as late as in 1984, taking
increments as the incentive for
Ph D, D Lit degree and family
planning several times over.

When contacted, Tyagi
described the inquiry to be a
conspiracy by his detractors.
He said the person, who is said
to have lodged the complaint
against him, does not exist, and
charged that Mishra, who has
held the preminary inquiry into
the complaint, is himself the
complainant. “It’s his handi-
work. There are more in my

fraternity who are jealous of
me, and some officers of the
department are also conniving
with them. I am the Ph D guide
of the Indian Army chief. This
also does not go down well with
some of my colleagues,” he said.

HUNDREDS OF BKU
ACTIVISTS ARRESTED IN
ANUPPUR

The arrested BKU workers
were kept in temporary impris-
onment at different places
including a stadium. Earlier,
Tikait, said that farmers must
be given their rightful com-
pensation. He said that their
agitation was peaceful and it
was a democratic right to hold
demonstration anywhere in the
country.

TREAT EVERY TIGER
DEATH AS POACHING,
SAYS NTCA

Maharashtra — taking the
state’s 2012 death tally to 12.
Recently, the state allowed for-
est officials to shoot poachers
at sight.

The NTCA has asked tiger
reserves to carry out a detailed
probe before declaring the rea-
son for the deaths. Officials are
required to scan nearby areas
to rule out the presence of
metal traps, snares and evi-
dence pertaining to unautho-
rised vehicul i b

NTCA also wants officials 1
check for toxic elements i
watering holes or livestock kil
made by tigers.

3-FOLD JUMP IN YOUN
URBAN WOMEN SMOKER
One in three (35%) adults (274
million) use tobacco in India

Research has establishe
that young women are mot
likely than men to get addic
ed to smoking and are at
higher risk of developing hea
disease and stroke.

The WHO links smokin
with 25 women's cancers -
lung, cervix, breast and colc
to name a few. Even seconc
hand smoke raises breast ca
cer risk in women. "More the
in men, smoking increases ris
of stroke and heart diseas
among young women, wit
those also taking contraceptiy
pills increasing their risk 1
fold" says Dr Ravi Kasliwe
chairman, preventive and cli
ical cardiology, Medanta.

And this upward swing w
continue. "With cigarette
being marketed with images
modernity, emancipation... tk
gender disparity among smol
ers will soon even out con
pletely and you'll see as mar
women smokers as men in th
next five years," said Dr Sam
Parikh, director of behaviou
[ 'al ] art Y H 1 &
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